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  Duxbury Public Schools   DRAFT 
School Committee Minutes 

Regular Meeting – December 11, 2013  
Alden School – Room 104 

    I.      Welcome – Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  
Mrs. Ward convened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Present:  Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Buell, Mrs. Connolly, Mr. Heinstadt and Mrs. Bresnehan. 

 Dr. Tantillo, Mrs. Hunter and Mrs. Nauman were present.  
 Kevin Coakley, student representative, was present. 
 
 Mrs. Ward asked for a moment of silence in the name of the families and the school staff of 
 Newtown, CT. 
  
   II.      Approval of the Minutes of November 20, 2013 
 Motion: Mrs. Connolly         
  Second: Mr. Heinstadt      

 Unanimous 
   
  III.      Student Recognition 
  A.   Southeast District Music Students 
      The Committee recognized the 26 DHS students accepted into the Southeast District   
      Massachusetts Music Educators Festival Band, Orchestra and Chorus.  They were accepted 
      through very competitive auditions that took place in November. The students will perform at 
      Silver Lake High School, with students from the entire south shore, the first weekend in  
      January. 
 
      B.   Stanford University Reischauer Scholars Program 
      Senior Meaghan Marohn was one of 30 students nationally to be accepted into Stanford  
      University's 2014 Reischauer Scholars Program.  This is an online course that entails an  
      independent research project and offers Stanford Continuing Studies Program credit.   
    
   The School Committee presented the students with certificates in recognition of their  
   achievement. 
 
 IV.      Reports for the School Committee  
  A.  Student Representatives 

Kevin Coakley reported: 
o DHS is sponsoring a holiday toy drive for the Plymouth Area Coalition for families in 
 need.  Students will bring toys in for the December 19 advisory session. 
o Next Tuesday, 12/12, over 30 students will be recognized with “Best of the Bunch” 
 awards. These students were nominated by faculty members for doing a good deed or 
 general act of kindness or for being a positive role model in the school. A recognition 
 breakfast will be held for these students on Tuesday morning. 
o The DHS holiday concerts at the PAC will be held at 7:30 tomorrow night (12/12) and 
 Tuesday night (12/17).  
o The senior class plays will take place on Friday, December 13 & 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
 DHS auditorium.  These casts feature only seniors many of whom have never acted before. 
o Winter sports began last week.  The first varsity contest will be boys’ and girls’ varsity 
 swim meet tomorrow, 12/12, and girls’ varsity hockey on Saturday, 12/14.  

 
B.   Superintendent 

• Dr. Tantillo, teachers, administrators and IT personnel traveled to New Jersey 
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 last Monday and Tuesday to visit a school that has the 1:1 eLearning initiative. They 
    visited classrooms and attended presentations by teachers and students. 
• Last week, Dr. Tantillo attended the middle school faculty meeting to discuss the plan for 
 technology. The plan is in regard to laptops and students.  Mrs. Ward and Dr. Tantillo 
 presented the 1:1 laptop initiative to the Chandler PTA. 
• Last Friday Mrs. Nauman and Dr. Tantillo met with three members of the Finance 
 Committee to discuss the FY15 budget. 
• This past Monday was a half-day for professional development.  
• Dr. Tantillo reported that the new school building is almost completely enclosed.  
 The building is equipped with permanent heat and electric.  
• Dr. Tantillo and René Read, the new Town Administrator, had lunch together this 
 afternoon. They meet periodically to keep the lines of communication open between the 
 town and schools. 
• Dr. Tantillo and Mrs. Nauman will be presenting the school budget at the Board of 
    Selectmen meeting this coming Monday, December 16. 
• Dr. Tantillo reported that school would be closed for the holidays from 12/23 to 1/1. 
    The schools will reopen on Thursday, January 2nd. 

 
      C.   Curriculum 
      Mrs. Hunter reported the following: 

• The District Wide Curriculum Committee will hear presentations from the subject 
supervisors from both of the elementary schools on Tuesday, December 17.   

• The K-8 Math Subcommittee is exploring options for K-5 programs and will visit the 
Cole School in Norwell on December 10 where they utilize Envision Math. We expect the 
report from the consultant review next week.   

      Educator Evaluation 
• The observation process is going very well. We are also monitoring the caseloads of 
    several evaluators who have large numbers of non-professional staff.  Formative 
 assessments begin in January. 

      Professional Development 
• As follow-up to our training with Apple and visits to Natick and New Jersey, we will roll 
    out the plans for professional development toward 1:1 integration on Monday,  
 December 9. Training will focus on three main areas: technical training, instructional 
 training and content resources. 

      Grants/Community 
• Dave Scott and Cheryl Lewis received a NASA grant to support the robotics program.  
 This $8000 grant extends over three years and will provide funds for supplies and other 
 needs.   
• The Hour of Code program will be implemented across all schools during the week of 
 December 9.  
• Two Alden teachers were mentioned through EdSurge in recognition of their work with the 

  learning platform, 30 Hands. These two teachers are great examples of the expertise within 
  the district that we plan to tap for professional development.  The link to the article is  
           https://www.edsurge.com/n/2013-11-26-edtech-gives-thanks-at-the-thanksgiving-
  dinner-table 

• Ms. Hunter presented the tentative timeframes that we expect to engage in for testing this 
 spring as we implement both MCAS and PARCC.  

      Accountability/Policy 
• We are meeting with the DESE coordinator of the Coordinated Program Review on 12/11. 
• Title I documents will be submitted on or before December 19 in compliance with the 
 document review.   
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• The preschool received full accreditation as a result of its NAEYC (National Association 
  of Education of Young Children) site visit in November.  Kindergarten continues to 
  prepare for the process.  

 
       D.   Chair 
         Mrs. Ward recognized each of the school buildings, every level K-12, for all the charitable 
         activities they are involved in for the holidays. The projects included packaging items for 
         soldiers, collecting toys for disadvantaged children, selling items to support a charity, etc.  
         If you would like to support any of these event, go to the website for the individual school. 
         Mrs. Ward also thanked all the principals and teachers for supporting these projects  
    
         Mrs. Ward also thanked the students who supported all the community businesses during     
         Holly Days.  Students from the music department were playing instruments; others were  
           singing and dancing to support the businesses in town. 
 
         Mrs. Ward noted that this week is Computer Science Education Week and many of our  
         students are participating in the Hour of Code program.  As of today there are about nine  
         million kids in this country and other countries participating.  Mrs. Ward noted that she did 
         it today and wrote about nine lines of angry bird’s code.  This raises questions as to how we 
         can incorporate more programs like computer coding while not taking away from our  
         academic subjects.  
     
         Mrs. Ward presented a video on the Hour of Code. 
 
    V.       Presentations of Interest to the Committee 
       A.   Science Presentation  
       Cheryl Lewis, Science Supervisor, grades 6-12, presented an overview of the science,  
       engineering/technology and computer science departments. She reviewed the current course 
       sequences and electives for each of the areas. The last formal vertical district-wide review of 
       the district’s science and engineering/technology curriculum occurred approximately five  
       years ago. Horizontal review of the curriculum, meanwhile, occurs each year as teachers    
       work on and update curriculum maps for each course. 
 
       Mrs. Lewis reported that since the last formal district-wide vertical review, a number of  
       changes have been made, including the addition of environmental science classes and half-
       year biotechnology and forensics science electives This year, we are implementing a   
            revision of the eighth grade science curriculum to better meet MCAS requirements, a ¼ year 
       STEM class for sixth graders and a ½ year STEM elective for seventh and eighth grades.  
       Mrs. Lewis noted that one of the goals of the STEM classes is to bring robotics and   
       computer science to middle school students. 
 
       Mrs. Lewis noted that over the past three years, we have had an increase in the number of 
       students taking engineering/technology and computer science classes at the high school,  
       increasing from a 0.4 FTE to 2.0 FTE currently. 
    
              Mrs. Lewis discussed the current technology the departments have access to and indicated 
       that the move to 1:1 laptops next year will be a much needed resources for science classes 
       grades 6-12.  
       
              Project-based learning activities include the BC-Weston Observatory’s Seismograph project, 
       Duxbury Beach project, Manomet Center for Conservation Center’s Climate Change Lab, 
       Blue Fish Cove projects (oceanography and environmental science classes), and the   
       Electric House project (sophomore physics). All sophomores complete a science research  
              paper as part of the district’s writing literacy plan. 
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       These curriculum areas use common assessments for all multi-teacher classes and have been 
       in the process of implementing pre-tests for these assessments.  
 
       Drivers for the future for these departments include the pending release of MA    
       science/engineering standards. The state has 20015-2016 as the implementation year. Other 
       major national, state, and district initiatives that will impact the science and    
       engineering/technology departments in the future include: PARCC, teacher evaluation, PBL, 
       technology, and STEM initiatives. 
     
       B.   Social Studies Presentation  
       Andy Hoey, Social Studies Subject Supervisor grades 6-12, provided an overview of the  
       department, including the course sequence, curriculum status, instruction, assessment,  
       strengths and needs.   
 
       He reported that as of this year, the revised course sequence is now complete, with   
       Geography taught in grade 6, Ancient Civilizations in grade 7, World History I & II in  
       grades 8-9, and U.S. History I & II in Grades 10-11.  This revised sequence fully aligns  
       the DPS social studies curriculum with the Massachusetts History and Social Science  
       Frameworks.   
 
       Mr. Hoey noted that instruction is strong, as teachers differentiate their pedagogy and  
       integrate technology on a regular or even daily basis.  Project-based learning    
       opportunities continue to grow.   
 
       The social studies department at DHS assesses school-wide learning expectations in   
       reading, writing, and acquiring, integrating and applying knowledge.  At DMS and DHS,  
       the research paper remains a major component of most courses.  This year the ELA and  
       social studies departments are collaborating in piloting the Academic Merit literacy   
       assessment program. 
 
       The DPS social studies department is strong due to its knowledgeable faculty and strong  
       curriculum that promotes global understanding, critical thinking and civic and literacy  
       skills. 
 
       This year the department will complete its curriculum map revision and continue to   
       develop common assessments that can be used as district-determined measures.  In the  
       future, the department also wishes to formalize interdisciplinary connections with the ELA 
       department, increase the use of document-based questions, and better leverage local   
       historical resources. 
 
       	  C.	  	  	  FY15	  Budget	  Recommendations	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Mrs.	  Nauman	  reported	  that	  the	  revised	  Operating	  Budget	  funds	  to	  be	  appropriated	  to	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  the	  schools	  will	  be	  $1,000,000. Therefore we will be cutting $263,742. Of this amount,  
       approximately $200,000 will come from retirements and the remainder is to be discussed and 
       prioritized by the administrators. 
 
       The Capital Budget has been increased by $225,000- $300,000 to help purchase the 1,000 
      computers we would like to provide to the DHS students starting in the fall of 2014. 
      Dr. Tantillo reported that he and Mrs. Nauman would be meeting with town officials this  
      Friday, December 13 to discuss how we can fund the eLearnig Initiative. 
 
  D.   Policy JICFB - Bullying Prevention – Second Reading 
         After discussion by the Committee, the following revision was made. 
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   Page 1, first paragraph, second sentence – delete harassment and intimidation.  
   
   E.  School Calendar 2014-2015 
        Dr. Tantillo presented the school calendar for 2014-2015. 

o August	  26,	  27,	  28	  –	  First	  days	  for	  teachers	  (PD	  full	  days)	  	  
o September	  2	  –	  First	  day	  for	  students	  
o Prof	  Dev	  (half	  days)	  –	  Oct	  10,	  Nov	  6,	  Dec	  8,	  Jan	  16,	  Mar	  17,	  May	  13,	  June	  5	  	  
o June	  15	  –	  last	  day	  for	  students	   	  
o June	  17	  –	  last	  day	  for	  teachers	  	  

 
    Dr. Tantillo thanked the Duxbury Firefighters for the donation of the AED and noted that it 
    was a very nice gesture.  
  
   VI.     Comments from the Public – No comments.  
	  
  VII.     Matters for School Committee Action 
 
   A.   Vote to Approve the Revised FY15 Operating Budget in the amount of $32,133,458.  
          Motion:    Mrs. Connolly      
     Second:    Mr. Heinstadt   
           Unanimous 
  
   B.   Vote to Approve the Revised FY15 Capital Budget in the amount of $475,000.  
                     Motion:    Mrs. Buell  
        Second:   Mr. Heinstadt   
           Unanimous 
 
   C.   Vote to Accept the Bullying Prevention Policy JICFB, as amended. 
          Motion:    Mr. Heinstadt 
     Second:     Mrs. Buell  
     Unanimous 
 
    D.   Vote to Accept the Donation of an AED from the Duxbury Firefighters Union–Local 21 
                      Motion:    Mrs. Connolly  
        Second:    Mrs. Buell   
           Unanimous 
 
 VIII.      Correspondence and New Business 
         A.   Mrs. Connolly announced that she would be running for reelection to the School   
         Committee in March 2014.   
 
    IX.      Executive Session  
 
     X.      Adjourn: 9:08 p.m. 
 
    Motion:    Mrs. Connolly     
       Second:    Mrs. Buell 
          Unanimous 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
               Ginny Whoriskey 
    Administrative Assistant 


